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" AGCCOMPT BY 


Of the Paflages betwixt the Pariſh of Michaels Þ 
Cornehill (mer 1n a Veſtry) the Miniſters and Elders of the - 
Ho ownrth Ctas/ſis of the Province of London, and Mr, 

F. Symonds,late of Roterdamin Holland, rouching Q 


his admiffion to the Expolitory LeQture in that 
Pariſh in the room of Mr. Burroughs deceaſed. Þ 


PUBLISHED, 


In the name, and by the unanimous conſent of the % 


Claffis mer at the Veſtey of Mary-at-Hill, Febr. 1. 1646. 
as a remedy againſt the manifold miſrepores and cenſures too 
contacts Aron by ſome,and too creduloufly received 
by others, concerningthe beginning, proceeding 

and concluſion of that motion. 
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Þ 3 By bowour and d doen, by nil report and gr04 report, a6  deceivers and 


<< yet true, 2 Cor. 6. 
Apud Chriſtianos non qui patirur,ſed qui facir conrumetiam miſer ef. "IM; 
<Þ Marco Presbytero Celedenfi. Tom. 2. p.315- 
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> Ata meeting of the fourch Clafſis. Feb.1. I. 1646. 
Reſolved npon the Queſtion, Nemine contradicente, 
P That this Vindication of the Veſtry of Aichaels Cornhill, and the 
<< -fonrth Claflis ofthe Province of London, concerning the motion 
- of Mr. Symonds to bzeLefturer in that Parith, bee-prefented to 
Þ ſome of the Licencers for the Prefle,and forthwith printed. 


Subſcribed ty order of the fourth C}aſſir, By W. Wickins 
Scribe 10 the Jeid. Claſſes 


pen Gy — I Fa. Craferd, Feb. Fs, 1646. S - 
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A Full and Faithfull Accompr 
of the paſſages betwixt the Pariſh of 


Michael Cornbill, (met in a Veſtry ) the Mini- 
ſters and Elders of the fourth C/afis of the Province of 
Loxdon,and Mr. Symonds late of Reterdams if Hand, 

| touching his admiſſion to the expoſitory LeQure in that” 
Parifh in the, roome of Mr. Burrowghs deceaſed, 
L060 HY RISER HS ROS. 
As a reinedy againſt the manifold miſteports 
© roo confidently delivered by ſome, and too credu- 
louſfly received by others, concerning the beginning, 
; proceeding, and conclufion of that motion. - 


F the miſrepreſentations of this matter (where- 
inmen of various intereſts and affeftions are 
engaged) had ſtayd within the compalſle of 
ſome ſlight and inconſiderable differences, or had 

' beene confinied 1 a few, or to men of too meane qus- 
litieto produce. both a perſonal and regll prejudice 
af ainft the Reformation in hand, wee ſhould have 

: thought ita pointof the prudence of the Serpent, 

preſcribed by our Saviour , Hfatth. 10. 16. to betake our ſelves to 

noneother defence of the ;7mocency of the Dave then patience and (i- 

fence, with hope that it would not bee morefor onr reproach then 

for onr repatation, according to the ſaying of Solomon, Prov.19.11. 

mm ſuch a caſe to paſſe by an offence, without taking notice of it ſo 

farre as to put our ſelvesto the ſervice of a publique Apology. . 
"But ſince #z af theſe refpeZ1 of importance forementianed we have 

forttid it conmraty (in'matter of fat) and have cauſe to forecaſt as 

much evill of the effe& to follow, (if ſome eſpeciall Antidote bee 
riot tempered and timely adminiſtred to prevent, the offenſive and 


On Munday 
| Decemb. 7. 


Mr, HR, 


injurious oppaions whereto they tend, and fince there want noe 
thoſe whohavethought us as muck too remiffe, as others have re. 
ported us too rigid in our dealing with Mr- Symonds, wee conceive 
it apart of that dury which we owe Tothe-truth of the cauſe; To 
our owne integritie in the carriage of it; To the honour of the 


Goverament wherewith wee are--intruſted,- and To the defires of 


divers of oar Venerable Brethren;{ frequently and affefionately ex- 
preſſed to ſome of us) to take off the imputations (caſt upon the 
whole bufineſſeand upon the Veftry, and Claſſis with reference unto 
it,) by a calme and conſcientious relation by what meanes it was 
preſented to. us, what entertainment it had among us, and how it 
was at laſt diſmiſſed by us ; which was in this manner. 

When the Miniſters and other members of the fonrth Clſfis of 
the Province of London were come together, to conſult offuch things 
as appertained to their aſſociation, one of the Elders produced a 
paper ſent to the Cl2/is from the Veſtry of Michaels Cornehill, who 
met the third of December, 1645, and at that meeting agreed 
and ordered That Deputy Mofſe, Collonel Bellamy, and Mr. James Mar- 
#in ſhould repreſent no the Claſſic (of which that Pariſh is a part) the 
defere of the ſubſoribers tobe expoſition Leures, for the ſetting Mr. Sy= 
ond! in the place of Mr. Burrougos deceaſed, and to report back to 1he 
P ariſb at aVeſtry (called for that purpoſe) the refult of the ſaid Cloſſps con- 
cerning the ſame bufmeſſe. And that all ſuch as can trforme any thing ab: 
may comer the fame may bave libertie to appeare before the ſaid Claſp1to 
Pe.che wbat they know therein. + 0 Gn 

To which paper after it was read, a reverend Minifi 
quaintaiuce made anſwer, i 3. 

Firſt, by commendatien of Mr.Symend: for his Miniferiadt: 
and gooddiſpofition ;- And " | AR eg 

Secondly, by way of exception againſt him, for holding a looſe 
opinion touching liberty of conſcience, and zoleration of different 
religions, contrary to the ſolemne Vow and. Cavenant of the three 
Kingdomes; which'taken into debate as in erder to an anſwer of 
advice for the cafe in_ queſtion, and not otherwiſe, the unanimous 
_—_ 4 We Come, 7 ſet downe in two particulars. » 

Irft, T het 8 aetermination of any thing concerning Mr. Sy- 
mods bee defevred xntill the Claſſis may bee ſatirflec rhat he u ortbodex int 
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oy rt That wztill 2 fatled Le&urer bee choſen, and- approved of 
by the Claſſz, the names of thiſe that (mph the ſaid Liure bes given in 


—_—— - 
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to the Prechytery of the ſaid Parifh five dajer before, that they may appre 
pris Af At the firſt a dayes warning was propounded y car 


was moved by a another reverend Divine well affe&ed to Mr, Sy- Mr. LC. 


*onds, and to that Leure likewiſe, that ie might bee five dayes be- 
fore, that if any named to the Elders were upon juſt cauſe denied by 
them, there might bee competent time to procure a ſupply by 
ſome other. 

And this as it was defired in favour both te the Le&ture and Leftu- 
rer Mc. Symonds, ſo was it out of good will to both, and to him 
that made the motion, readily reſolved on by the Claſs, and pre» 
ſently drawne up into an order by the Scribe. The word Order(by 
the way) doth import namore power then a Vote (which is the re- 
ſult of their minds who are the major part of the meeting) but one- 
Iy more union when the reſolution is made with a nemine contradi- 
cente; and that this and no more was the mind of the Claſſir, that zr, 
fo anſwer a requeſt for advice by giving advice as the caſe required, was 
expreſſely and with joyntconlent profeſſed by all the Brethren in 


b 


the next Claflicall meeting, December the 22. 1646. which ſhould the Þec 


rather bezaken for an advice, then a rule or binding order, be- 
cauſe the motion was preſented not from a Parochiall or Congre- 
gationall Presbytery, but from a Veſtry, which ſtands in no. 
dire& ſybordinationto a Cſs as the Parochiall Presbytery doth. 
And coald they doe leile in dutie to God,* in conſcience to the Co» 


venant, in religious prudence, and Chriſtian charitie to their Bre- - 


thren ? They did, and doe conceive they might have done more by 
vertue of the Ordinance of Parliament tor ordination of Miniſters 
Arg.28. 1646, which, in the conprehentive ſenſe of it, they take 
tocxtend unto Le&urers, that they are to come under the ſame 
courie of admifſion and approbation with other Miniſters remo- 
ving from one place to another. 

This interpretation they were taught to make of the Ordinance 
by the praiſe of the Honorable Committee for plundred Mini- 
ſters, and confirmed in it by the jadgement and proceeding of their 
Reverend Brethren ina neighbour Claffis. 

Firſt, forthe Committee, though the Order by which they fit, 
bearing date July 27.1643. exprelly mention their nomination of 
Miniſters to a Parſonage or Benefice, naming none other, yer they 
take the ſame courſe with Leurers that come to their cognizance, 
that is, they ſend them for approbation to the Aſſembly of Divines; 
fo was Mr, Sinpſer (Mr. Symend; _ —_ friend) ſent hy = 

2 r 


646. | 


* Mr. Sympſ. 
- the Aminome 
for Mr, Ch. 


Order to the Aſſembly 'for a Le&ure at Dulwich in Surrey, and ſince 
again (and thar very lately) there was the like reference of him to 
the Alembly for his ſerting upa Lefture in Szomerſe/-hoxſe in the 
Strand, and this week the like Order was ſent from the ſame Com- 
mittee to the Aſſembly, for examination and. approbation of a ve= 
ry Orthodox and well approved Presbyterian, Mr..F.-R. tor his 
admiſlion to a Lefure in Eaft-Greewwich. - - 

Secondly, for the judgement and pradtiſe of the neighbour Cla(- 
{ts;thar is legible in a Letter written trons Mr. f. C. to Mr. Sp. in 
theſe words, | | 

Sir, Tou heving been choſen I eflarer by the Company of Mercers in 
:he Parifbof Bartholomew the Exchange; I am fired by owr Claſſis 
a! or meeting, December 2: 1646. to ſrgnifie to you, that it 1s ordered, 
Thit you forbeare- execution of any Afiniſteriall ſun&jon there , until] 
you have ſubmitted your ſelf to the examination of our Claſſicall Pravby- 
tery , according to the Ordinance of Parliament in ſuch caſes provie 
ded. Sir, I reſt 'Yours F.C, 

Andfor the proceedings of them both, there is very good rea- 
fon; for if Lefturers ſhould be exempr from the rules prefcribed in 
the Ordinance, there might bee fo many of them fer up to cry 
down what is eſtabliſhed (according to the Word of God, and by 
authority of Parliament; )-both in Dofrine andin goverriment, as 
would amount to the moſt dangerous kinde of tokeration-that 


. could bee. 


Theadminiſtration-of the Sacraments (the other chief pare of 
the Miniſters commiſſton) nor any attelſe which Leftarers leave to 
incumbent Paftorsto perform, are of ſuch either uſe or force for 
good or evil aspreaching is,: thereafter as it is managed by-men, 
waecther of ſound or unfound-apprehenſiens itr matters of Reli- 
gion. 

Nor did the Clsſſis overdoe their duty, in giving cautionary ad- 
vice concerning ſtich axſhould bee ſer up to preach in Afr, Symonds 
his ſtead, ſmce-a ſubſtitute (if hee bee'nor Orthodox) may millead 
the people, anddiſturb their peace,as well as he whoſe place he fup- 
plyeth; and it hath been obſervedin this City,that for ſome LeAtu- 
rers, * ſach have been taken topreach in their abſence, ashave been 
-articlec againſt for erroneous: and dangerons opinions, and for 
'them,and for miſcarriages an{weyable to them , upon conviftion 

have been cenſured by publique Authority. 6 Tronihos 
And enthis LeQure both the Veltry of Aficharls Cornhilt-and 
the 


the Chaſſis had reaſon to looke with a more obſeryant eye for two 
caaſes eſpecially. Hyg 6d 
I. | Becauſe the moſt of thoſe, who have the chiefe hand in the 
choice of the men, and procurement of. the maintenance for thar 
and ſuch like Leftures,ſhew no minde to admic of any Presbyterian, 
how godly and well gifted ſoever, to read or preach themgs in an 
ordinary courſe, | 
Secondly, Becanſe theſe Le&tures are not (as many others) P«- 
rochzal, (et up for the benefit, or maintained at the chargeot a par- 
ticular Parith or Pariſhioner, but rathec provixciall, both for the - 
people of all Pariſhes in the City to be preſent at them, andcon- 
tributers to them. X 
Yet was this a& ofthe Claſlis ſooffenſively taken by ſome,thar 
theyſpake againſt it as a Presbyteriall preſumption, and ſeverity,ot 
a farre higher and harfher ſtraine then prelatica!l aſurpation : one 
faying, the Order war # high #s Pauls fteeple; another, that it was tex 
times more rigid then tbe praftice of the prelates, who never put any to 
five dayes premonition for taking of a turne in any LeAure, and ſome 
talked of complainingto the Parliament, as it it were a preſage, the 
Presbyterians takingſo much upon them in their firſt Claſſical) A 
fembly, would bee like (in ttme. to come, ifthey were not curbed 
by the ſiipreme power of the kingdome)to tranſcend theprelaticall 
tyranny, asmuch as Rehoboam threatned to exceed theſeverity of 
Solomen, when hee ſaid, My little finger ſhall bee tbicker thon my fa- 
thers loznes, 1 King. 12. To. when all was no- more then might 
have beene done by a particular Miniſter, or pcivate Chriſtian, if 
"hee had beeneconſalted with as the Claſhis was. Bio 
For which of them may notgivean adyice to themthataske it? 
Do not they who for this take offence at theClaſſis,take much more 
upon them, when without any authority at all (for ought yer ap- 
eareth ) they gather Churches out of Churches, admit of Mem- 
bara with a ſpeciall Covenant, ſet up theſe expoſitory LeQurers, 
make choyce of the men, and change the times and places of their 
preaching at their pleaſure? And'fer this laſt particular, ifall thataze 
able and willing ro bee at colt with a Le&urer of their owne elefti-> 
on, ſhould aſe the like liberty, there would bee many a dangerous 
ſtumbling blocke layed in the way of the weake; whoy notableto 
judge of diverſity of DoQtrines, might take meere blaſphemy for 
Orthodox Divinity,as the Antitrinitarians, Antiſcripturiſts, Euthuſs= 
aft;andother Hereticks doe ;- and'might perhaps become ſuch pro 
B z ficients, 
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ficients from bad to worſe, asto bee broughtat Iaftto thinkeit a 
ſervice to God to kill his ſervants, as our Saviour foretold of fame 
inthe 16 of Fobnv. 2. by which expreſſion, wee defire not to pur 
any ſuſpition of finfull complyance with fych deſperate Dogma- 
tilts upon our diffenting brerhren, ( whowe doubt not abhorre 
ſuch igzpicties as wee doe,) but to note the ill conſequence which 
is like to fall out, if in theſe times,ſo Juxarient in pernicious opini- 
ons, Le&arers ſhould be left out of the rule of the Ordinance, and 
comeunder ao tryall of their qualifications or Tenets, but as /a; 
Juris, ſhould bee allowed to ſet up office, andexerciſe, when and 
where they thinke mect, without accompt to any, or conſent of a= 
ny bur themſelves, and thoſe who ſubſcribe to their falarie. 
Among whom,though ſome out of an equall exceſſe of love to 1- 
dependency,8 of diſlike to the Presbytery, take more liberty to traduce 
and cenſure the Veſtry and Elaffis as aſſociated together, then Chri- 
ſtianity would allow of, though but againſt one Miniſter or Elder 
taken fingly by himſelfe, yet would not the Clafſi: thereby be pro- 
yoked out of their ſoft pace of paticace and moderation towards 
Maſter Symonds, and therefore hearing hee was come to London to 
carry on the 'Le&ure, ( as Maſter Burroughes had done) at their 
next meeting, which was Jan: 4. 1646, they appointed Maſter 
Ley withtwo more of their Members Colonell Hooker, and Colo- 
nell Belamy to acquaint Maſter Symonds with the Ordinance of Pare 
liament, for ordination of Miniſters, with reference to his choyce 
to be expoſitory Le&urer in Maſter Burroughes his place at Michaels 
Cornbil, Whereupon on Wedneſday Fan: 6. Maſter £1mmds com- 
ming to viſit Maſter Bel/emy at his owne houſe, hee told him the a- 
foreſaid reſolution of the Clair, and defired him to nominate a 
"time and place for that purpoſe, that chey which were appointed 
by the Claſſir might come unto him , but with reſpe& to Maſter 
Ley, Maſter Symonds defired him to appoint the time and place, and 
hee would give them the meeting there. And on Thurſday Jan: 7. 
they made choyceof Friday Jan: 8» at 3 of the Clockein theafter- 
nooneat Maſter Leyes houſe, and ſent preſent word thereof to Ma- 
ſter Symonds, but hee made anſwer by the Meſſenger of the Claſfir, 
That bee eonld not poſſibly come at that time, becauſe bee war in anunſettled 
condition, and bee had other occafions which bee was to poe about at that 
time, but hee had declared bs minde in full toaſter Bellamy, ſo that be 
could certifie them as much «s if bee were there bimſclfe ; but when hee was 
a little ſettled be wonld come to Mefter Leys honſe, and ſatlfie bim in any 
thing that he did deſire. = | This 
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This Meſſage was braught ta Mafter Ley who preſently ſent him 
backe that braught ic with a requeſt co Maſter Symende, thar himſclfe 
would preſcribe both time and place, fince that choyce made with- 
out him was fo inconvenient for his occafions. To that hee made 
returne that bee was ſorry Maſter Ley | ſbould trouble bineſelfe ſo much to 
ſend to bim ſo often, but truly hee could not poſſibly appoint either an boure 
or day when they ſboxld conte to bim, or heeto them, is regard of the unſettled= 
ne ſſe of bis condition, becauſe bee was but lately come over and had ns habje 
tation of hit owne, and his bookes and other things lay ſome in one place and 
ſome in another, and bee was going about to look for a place to ſettle bimſelfe 
ns, anf4till then bee entreated them to forbeare bim; Befides this hee ſaid 
( ae before) bee bad made his mind: knowne ſo fully to Maſter Bellamy, 
that bee could ſatis fie Maſter Ley as much as if bee ſpake with bim bimſelfes 
revertheleſſe ſo ſoone 4s bee wa in any ſettled condition, bee would repaire 
to Maſter Leys lodging, and ſatifie him in any thing that bee ſhould de- 


rCo 
- Where that hee ſaith of Afiſter Leys tronbling bimſelfe ſs nuch, 
was but his curteſieto him, that hee might trouble him the leſlie, 
and his duty to the Claſſir, pr hg ——_ the ſervice upon their 
appointment,and being to give an accompt thereofat the nextClaſ- 
kicall meeting. | | 

Notwithſtanding this Maſter Symonds came on Friday foremen- 
tioned to Maſter Leys houſe, and of the rwo Colonels, one came 
with kim, the other met him there, but Maſter Ley having no inti- 
mation at all of thechange of his minde, and having bufinefſe at 
W:ſtminfter which detained him till night, (which yet hee would 
have diſpenſed with if hee had knowne Maſter Symond; like the bet- 
terſon in the parable, at: 21. 28, 29. would have beene better 
then his word) came not homeuntill they were gone, though they 
ſtaid ſomewhat long. 

This abſence of Maſter Ley (from the place and time of his owne: 
and his Colleagues choyce)was ſo farremiſtaken and miſteported 
by fone, as if hee had' careleſly failed, or purpoſely falfifed bis 
word with thoſe hee ſhould have met; and by Maſter Symozds his 
ſpeech to the ſubſcribers at Malter Shwtes houſe, it was ſo conceived 
by the hearers, becauſe hee concealed his former refuſall ro give 
meeting that day, and thechangeof his minde, which was altoge- 
ther anknowne-to Maſter Ley,untill at his-returne hee was oe. K they 
had beene at his houſe, bur before hee came had departed ther 

- The next day being 1an.g, Mr, Synod: wrote this enſuing Letrer 
to'Mr.Belomy. Foz 


For Sebi paige; ao friend. _ 

- $ir;ounder at fuch 8 report of mce came 10 your pariſh, left is 
might my bi Tin againſt me, I held it fit to petreas you + 5p 
the faverr to relate to them what Þ ſaidtoyen, and to preſent my reſpeft; to 
them, and my defire and hope that they will bee pleaſed togrant me their 
Conſent to preach in their Church, as formerly they did to Ar. Burroughs 
F-held it meet to give them this due reſpeti, and ſoTreft, » 

Yours in Chriſt to ſerve you, J.Symonds. 

TheLetter is ſhort,too ſhortto be wel underſtood without ſome ſup- 
ply,which is thus to be made out. Sir,rderſtanding ſuch a report of me, 
that is, ofholding for toleration of diverſitie of religioriy, came to your 
Pariſh. Tt was ive dayes before related in the Claſps, and wpon' that 
round the advice was given to the Pariſh of Michaels Cornbill at the 
Cs time, but Mr. Symonds by this would take no notice of that : 

T intreat you to doe nee the favour to relate. to them what 1. ſaid to you; 
which was for ſubſtance the ſame that he afterward returned to the 
three meſſengers rogether, and that's delivered in the enſuing re- 
lation Hee was unwilling it ſeemes to commit to writing ej- 
ther the report or his Apology, for reaſons beſt knowne dns ins 
ſclfe. And for his deſire and hopetbat they would grant bim their conſent, 
thereto the anſwer returned ( the nextday after the date of this 
Letter) was as followeth. ; 


At a Y:ftry held the tenth of January 1646. i the Church 
| of Michaels Cornehill London. 


Foraſmuch as the buſineſſe concerning Mr. Symonds being Lelitrer here - 


3 depending before the Claſſis, yet undecided, therefore at this V:ſtry it is 
conceived unfitting to proceed any further thercin, but leave it to the Cluſfis 
who are deſired to determine tbe ſame, and thet if the Claſſu ſhould reſolve 
of bis admittance, and thereof ſignific ſo much to us, wee ſpall bee willing 
to accept of him, and in the meane time wee deſire bim 19 forbeare, 

Untill this time there was ,no fit opportunity for the Meſiengers 
Maſter L.Colonell H. and. Cblbneli $. ( accqrding to the Order of 
the Cl2fſiv) to deliver their Meſſage to MalteriSymonds, and the Le» 
Qureday drawing on, Maſter B.Vamy came very late to Maſter Ley 
(the pight after the Veſtcy had: made their relolucion forementi= 
encd,vis, Jar, 10.) to couſitl; abouta,vifit of Maſter: Sywmendr on 
—_—y pong the next! day OR Was O_ to.entcr 
upon the expoſitory LeQure. - But upon conlideration)-was 
conceived unſcaſonable., for it was ;very probable in; their Ns 


henfions that the matter was already refolved on berwixt Mr. Sy- 
mond: and his principall Anditors, and then if upon their comming 
his mindfhould have beene'chariged, - and the: people diſappointed 
ofthe Leftare, it wou'd bee impnted to them with as harth a cen- 
ſureas paſſed on the Order of the Claſſis before, but with louder 
Mamour, fince the provocation would bee' more publique,more ge- 
nerall, and it may bee alſoby union (at their meecting- eogether) 
more visletit; and otithe contrary, itheethould preach after they 
had been with him, it would haply bee ſaid they had- approved ef 
him, (whick they could 'not doe before they had imparted their 
mellage, and reported his anſwer to the Clſſis, and heard their 
jadgement upon it) or that hee and his party had contemned che 
Claſs; and thereforeic was thought beſt to leave hin to-the reſo 
lation.of his owne counſell and choyce; which though ie were 
with ſame doubting for a time, was ſetled at laſt for his preachinggat 
his owne Letter to Mr. Ley ſheweth in theſe words. = | 


Fay ore _ Mr. Ley Anya at = —_ _ Jy 

+ Sir, fearing miſemſtruims of an at of mine thi day, and thſiring 
a, tide to borenSpdats;-Fhehtt meet to give you on accimpe 
« 26 a'Brather of the bufineſſe; Sir, the Pariſh in Cornhil8 aid defiremee 
#o forbea'e preaching till zour Claſſir had dtermined, ond I did fully in- 
tend it, yea I did not ſo much as make tht leaſt preparation, beivig tomwil- 
ding totaks any w2y bus that which might bee with moſt peace, though they 
that were depmted with you to ſpAthe with nice did declare that they were ſa- 
tified, and tb2t 1 might preaeb': 1 ſent ibis morning to Colonel Bellamy 
# know if 1 night preach, and found'I might not; »pon this 1 held of 
«ll eboughts of fs. Abind two of theC to/d mee people ga- 
thered butt the: # were ktht font," pon which I ſent ag aine 10Col. Bel- 
lamy to know whether the doores ſhould 'bee-opened if I came, (which 1 
did to keepe peace) bit anſiver was bee could ſay nothing to it, or to that pucr= 


"poſe: afterward; one braught word the doores were opened, and the people 


in expel# ation of mee; bereuponÞ went, having notime 10 recollel> 
thinghts, r[andiin the ſomplicitic of wiy heart,” God kpuweth, IT rocky this as 
ane ftimable rence that the Pariſp bed tinſected; md I wa glad 
fo gee; Gopineg it would prevent much wngquictueſſe i theCitie. Bus I por- 
ppm ih h Re ho hah when I was inthe Church, 
and gaing torke pup", 'ube Clarke did prey meeney topreach, and bee one- 
6 ; bar-Feibie, bis, being aracfhy ſes ſearing 3 wal odd have” ſavourred 
WHifdbe-peiph bed beene 1inemenl backs, _ 'bave dtah tan with 


Jous 


Jou, "that youmuy both know and make knewne my attion in the reaſon of 
= andwmyend; 1 befeech you take this inlove from of bays ba 
© © -*.., Your Broth&r-andſervant in Chriſt, 7,' Symands.: 
This Letter was brought to Mr. £ upon Tueſday night, Fa. 12. 
by Mr. Pecock his ſan,(at whoſe houſe hee then lodged;) by whom 
Mr. L. ſignified co Mr. Spmmds thatit hee would yet name the tie 
andplace, himlſelfe with the other two niembers of theiC/aſſiz,Gol. 
Hoeker.and Col, Bell-my would come to tim, but hee niade no re- 
turne to Mr. Symond/ in writing, | | 
 * Firſt; becauic hee had no authoricie to treate with him alone in 
that bulineſle, | 
Secondly, for that; the ſtate of the queſtion. ſeemed now to 
him to bee much changed from what it was, and foto bee fiefor 
@ new conlulcation of the Claths, 4 
| Yet conceiving it to bee necellary to find a time to ſpeake wit 
kim before the nexe Claftical] Aﬀſembly,they conſulted againe about 
it, and after mutuall premonition betwixt Mr. Symonds and them 
they refolved upon Friday mjbraing, faz.15.at eight of the Clock to 
goe to him at his lodging, and accordingly they -did-ſo3- where 
they told him that the Miniiters and Elders of the Claſhs appoin- 
ted them to acquaint him- with two particulars, the one was the 
Ordinance of Parliaments touching ordination of Miniſters, Aug.28. 
1646, whereia it is provided, that every. perſon, formerly ordained 8 
Preabyter according. 10 the farmy of ordination wbich bath beene bold: in the 
Charch of England, .end # to bee remouee$t0 mother charge, bring 10 the 
. Presbytery where he 14 19 bee placed, if there bee any;- and if not, then 20 ſom: 
etber Precbytery a Teſtimaniall of bn Ordination, and «fhis abilities and 
eenverſation, wherexpon bis ſitneſſe for thot place 10 whicd bee 1540 bee re- 
moved jballbee tryed by bis preaching there, ond (:f it ſpall bel judged ne- 
ceſſary) by afartber examination. IE. þ 4 
| Theotherparticular was a repart that hee wasJof opinion for 
toleration of diflerent religions, - not Onely of Brewnifts, Anabaptiſts 
- and Familifts on the one. hand, but of Papiſts on the other, and 
_thereuponchee was de fired to retutne his reſolution whether hee 
wouldenter upon the Lefture accordingto the Tenonr of the Or- 
dinance, and, give the right hand '@f fellowſhip. to his . brexhren 
of the Cloſw, and fo manage bis Miniſtry io that LeQure 
as might woſt conduceto the edification of the-pedple, the fur- 
. therance of the refarmation fer on foot, and the preſervation of 
the peace of the Church and State; andthat wihas anfiacyſo ever 
x in 


it pleaſed him to give to theſe particulars.it is left to his libertie to 
give it by them who were ſent fromthe Cloſſis, orto bring it him- 
ſelfe, or to ſend it In writing to themat their next meeting. 
Hee replyed hee would give anſwer by them char brought che 
meſſage, and then ſpake to three points. wi 
- Firſt, to the reaſon ofthis removall ont of Hollerd into England. 
Secondly, to the repart of his opinion for toleration of divecſitie 
of Religions. y | 
Thirdly, to his reſolution required coucking conforming to the 
Ordinance. _ 
For the firſt, hee made a very fad and ſenſible declaration of 
the deſtitution of his. bodily heaſth, and indiſpofition of che fa- 
culties ofhis mind, (and ſometimics allo of his ſpeech) for his Mi- 
niſteriall fun&ion in Holand, proceeding from the violence of the 
Flatus bypochondriacus(a melhncal ick windinefle of the ſple:ne fron 
the diſtemper of the diaphragma or Midritfe, and from the palpi- 
ration of the heart, and other ſymptomes of ficknefſe inclining 
to an Apoplexy) which hee imputed principally to the ayre of 
Holand, and conceived that the ayre of his native Country would 
cure him of theſe diſeafes 3 and hee had (as hee aid) experience to 
oonfirme him in that conceit, becauſe'upon the, changes ofayre hee 
preſently perceived very great changes in the confiitation of his 
body for the better, f when hee came out of Holl:vd into England) 
tor the worſe (when hee returned thence to Ho!/andagaine.) 
Secondly, for the report,, hee ſaid that hee never preached any 
ſuch dofrine as hee was charged withall 5 It was anfivered the 
charge was not raiſed ſo high as the Pulpit, for it was ſaid bur that 
heſpakeit or wrote it toa friend ina Letter, yet if hee held ſach a 
Tenet {though yet his preaching of it could not bee proved) hee 
might haply preach it hereafter, Hee rep!yed that hee had preached 
the contrary this Jait ycere, and had condemned toleration of di- : 
verſitie of Religions in foure caſes, which were theſe, vie when itis * The Copy 


1. Tothe Faith. ofa _ writ 

. . en tfOma goge 

2+ To godlinefſe of lite. I» Minit 

Repugnant 4 3, To humane ſoctetie. Holland ro -) 
| And ſome reverend; 


4. Tocivill authoritie. and godly Mig 

And for the Letter which * was publiſhed by Mr. Edwards wherein —— oy” 
the writer ſaith of Mr. Symonds; I beare that Mr.Symonds bath writ- pert of the Gans 
#7: 70 bg Congreg ation here very any that toleration ſbak be granted, grene,p. 16 ge: 
; 2 Even | 


even with theſe termes' 3nſpight of them who bave entorpriſed ihe contre- 
ry. Hee diſavowed the a 4p both for words and matter, ac- 
knowledging no more butthar ina Letter to a friend hee had jnti- 
mated an hope of good tompliance, and nu.tuall forbearance of 
brethren, Zadrelabfand] > ſome differences in Judgement and 
pra&ice in points of lefſe moment then thoſe forementioned?) and 
that hee would endeavour to preſerve Chriſtian concord both a- 
nongſt Miniſters and People in the exerciſe of his Miniſtery. 

And for the third, hee ſaid hee tooke it, that his caſe was not 
within the compaſſe of the Ordinance, becauſe hee was nor'to take 
upon him a paſtorall charge, whereas the Ordinance ſpeakes nor of 
a pafor but of a Presbyter, and wee conceive Maſter Symonds to bee 
ſuch an one, and though it mention a charge, yetdothit not ſpecific 
a paſtoral! ebarge, but leaveth the word charge in ſuch a Jatitude as 
may take in undertakings of very diſtina and different kinds, and 
ſo wee findeit in the ſcripture, as the charge of the ſonnes of Ger- 
fbon was the T abermacle, and the Tent, andthe covering thereof, and the 
banging for the doore of the T abernacle, Numb: 3. 25. The charge of the 
Cobathizes was the Arke, 'and tbe T able, end the Candleſticke, axd the 
Altars,and the weſſtls of the Saniinary,and the hangings, and all the ſervice 
thereof, v: 31, The charge of the Leviter for killing the Paſſeover, 
2 Chren: 30, 17. and the charge of the decree for deflru@ion of the 
Fewer, Eftb: 3.5. Theſe differ more-then a Le&ure doth from a 
parochiall incumbency, yet all of them are comprehended in the 
name of a charge; butif the Ordinance had expreſly named a paſto- 
rall charge, a parſonage or benefice, the intent and ſcope of the Ordi- 
nance might, and in,reaſonable conſtrufion, ſhould reach alſo to 
a Leiinre, as hath beene formerly ſhewed in defence of the ad- 
vice given to the Veſtry of Adichaz! Cornehit, in the Order of the 
Claſſes. : | 

ObjeQ: But though the Ordinance reach to a LeAurer obliging 
him with others to give anaccompr, it reacheth not unto a Cloffr, 
ſay ſome, toauthoriſe them to take the accompt cither of  Le&u- 
reror Beneficed paſtor, but to the Presby tery where they areto ef- 
ficiate. | | 

Anſw: Firſt, if there bee no Preshytery there, then the Ordi- 
nance faith the teſttmoniall may bee tendred to, andthetryall made 
by ſome other Presbytery, and that Presbytery may bee Claſſical, 
as well as Congregational! , and rather Clafficall, becauſe Claſlicalf 
Presbyteries have power to conſtitute Presbyteries C_—_ 
nall, 


nall; andindefe& of them, Pariſhes arc to bee immediately under 
the Claſhs within whoſe circuit they are nate, according to ihe 
direAions of the Lords and Commons Die Marti 19 Anuguſti 1645, 
for the eleQion of Elders, p.8,9. and ſuch was the condition of 
Michaels Cornbill at that time when they made their firſt motion of 
the matter unto the C/eſſis concerning Maſter Symonds. 

Secondly, If their Presbytery had beene perfe& in the conſii- 
cutive Members thereof, they might in acaſe of doubtfull debate, 
( as that wasabout the preaching place for the new Leurer) de- 
fire the adviceof the Claſhs, and the Claflis might as well returne 
their advice as they requ ire it at their handsupon the ground and 
evidence formerly alleadged, Howſoever Maſter Symonds promiſed 
that if be tooke repon bim a paſiorall charge of a particular Congregation, be 
*ould make bis entrance into it by the way of the Ordinance. In the meane 
time if in by Letare be ſaid any thing contrary to faith or godlineſſ,or tend- 
ing to a diſturbance of bnmane ſociety,or the Civill ſtate, be would be ready to 
give an accompt thereof tothe Clafficall Aſſembly. 

. And hee concluded with a complaint that hee was net well 
dealt withall, neither by the Veſtry of Afichaels Cornhill, (becauſe 
as hee ſaid, hee ſhould have beene advertiſed by them of the ex- 
ception againft him in private before they preſented it to the Claſ- 
ſis in publique) Nor by the Claſſts, becauſe they ſhould havedone 
the like belore they had ordered any thing againſt his admiſſion, 
eſpecially {ince being a Presbyter, an accnſation ſponld not have beenere- 
ceived Lut undev two or three witneſſes. 

W hereto for the Veltry of Michaels Cornhill, Maſter Bellamy one 
of that ſociety aid that hee muſt cleare the Veſtry from that charge, 
and if there were any fault in acquainting the Claſfis with ic hee 
muſt take it to himſelfeſo farre as to confefſe hee was the firſt mo- 
ver thereof, but he hoped for that hee had noz done amifle, as hee 
was aſſured hee had no meaning therein to doe any thing to the 
prejudice either of the Lefure or LeAturer there, and for what hee 
Gd hee had this inducement ; (which he conceived both weighty 
in reaſon and warrantable in conſcience) In thedebate of the mat= 
ter, hee obſerved the _ of affeAions (befides the difference of 
judgements) to grow to ſome heate, which did not tend to a ſettle- 
ment on ſuch a concluſion as might bee like to preſerve the peace 
of the pariſh; therefore hee propounded, and thereto both parties 
affented, to make an :ddretfe to the Clailis about ir, and todefire 
from them advice for the determination of that difference which 

=_ 3} | could 


could not bee fo wellcompoſed among themſelves: :Thus forthe - 
wears be thn orabil. | 

' And forthe Clefer Maſter Ley (if the time had permitted) would 
have put in an Apology , but he was {n h.rfte, (having ftaid beyond 
his houre for his neceſſary attendanceat the Aiſembly,)and in bepe 
of anotker opportunity, which would bee moſt ſeaſonable, when 
the obje&ion had becne propoſed to the Claſſes, as ſince it hath 
beene, and their anſwer to it is, That the accuſation was not re- 
ceived in the ſence ot the Apoſtle, r Tim: 5.19. thatis, not fo farre 
belcived, as upon it to proceed to any judicial examination of the 
proofe, orcenſtre of the party againt whum it was made; but was 
rather ſuſpended for the clearing of Maſter Symonds if hee were in- 
nocent, then admitted as a convincing evidence againit him. And 
if the witneſſe were but one, as hee ſaid, there was ſuch weight in 
thatoneas mighr well puc both the Veliry and Clafſis to a pauſe 
touching his apprabation, though not to a repulle of him in their 
finall reſolution. 

But yet there was more then a ſingle teſtimony in the charge, 
-when beſides the ſaying of that knowne witneſle there was a letter 
-alleadged in the Claſſis founding to thelike ſence, the proofe wherc= 

of, was afterwards offered to ſumie of the Claftis by a, Reverend M.- 
niiter. Nevertheleſſe the Claſlis gaveſo nwch credic ro Maſter Sy- 
ond; his anſwer, as to conceive that whatſoever his opinion was 
in former times hee was now Octhodox, in judgement againit ſuch 
a toleration as was ot jeRed unto him ; and therefore upon due 
conſideration of what was reported to them by their Meiſengerse, 
Fan: 10. they reſolved, That prorwithſtinding ſome Snformations from 
zery good bands concerning Maſter Symonds opinion for taler 21ion of di- 
verſity of Religions, (Popery not excepted ) having now receiv.d Ly way of 
anſwer from his owne mouth ( made to ſuch os were ſent from the Claſſis to 
conferre with him ahont it ) that he difauvoxetb that opinion, and averreth 
that hee bath preached the contrery doftrine this laſt ſummer , when the 
ſame ſhall bee teſtified wzder bis baud to the Cl:ſſi, they are willing and doe 
give advice to the Pariſb of Michaels Cornhill to adn him to preach 
#b2 expoſitory LeFure in the ſaid Chwrcb, 4s Maſter Burroughs lately 
4id | 


IG. ; 

If they had further adviſed that the Veſtry of Michaels Cornbil! 
ſhould notaccept of him fora LeQurer in their Church antill hee 
tad diſclaimed Independency, or engaged: his promife againſt ga. 
thering of Churches, they bad ated but according to the tempey 

of 


of cheirzealt, who are got pk al | with the proceedings of the Ve- 
ſry and Claſſxin Mair Son 7 bixcanſe; And iheirzcle for 
Presbytecy. had gone 8 quicker pa Spent for Indenen nc) 
it had been much more warrar letnt em, (ince Presbytery Cwith 


x 


the graduall ſubordinations,Cangregational!,Claſſicall, Provincial, 
andNationall,)is ſet up by the ſupremeJudicatory of the kingdom, 
and thereby is Independeney at leaſt vi; ally put downe, 

Butbecauſe firſt, Maſter Symards was not for the preſent reſident 
within the limits of the fourth Clafſis, .nor ſecondly ,, limited for 
the Le&ure either tothat orany other particular Church ; thindiy, 
for that he was repreſented unto many of the brethten ( by ſuch as 
well knew har ) aSaman ofa quiet and peaceable ſpirit, and was 
ſo apprehended and reported of by thoſe who by theClaſſr were ſent 
to him, and had conference with him; and Jſtly becauſe hee inti- 
mated a motion madeto him for taking of a paltorall charge,.and 
ſhewed no averſnelle from acceptation thereof, the C/sf;; thought 
fit ro propound none other condition at that timein their advice 
to the Veliry of Michaels Cornbill then the ſetting done of thatwne 
der his hand, which hee had ſaid with his tongue, as a double te- 
{timony of the integrity of his heart, which they conceived would 
conduce as much to his own clearing from that impions opinion of 
toleration of erroneous and heretical] Religions, as for ſatisfa&i- 
on of any who did or might take offence at\.himz for ſuch a 
Tenet, | h 

Upon ſuch reaſons as theſe it was reſolved by the Claiſis net only 
that their ſecond advice to the Pariſh of Michaels Cornbil ſhould bee 
drawne up into an Order, and ſent unto them, but a Copy of ic 
2'fo bee tranſmitted by ſome of-them to the ſubſcribers for that 
LeRure, at their meeting appointed at Maſter Shutes the Wedneſday 
following at $8. of the Clocke in the merning, where, after ſome de- 
bate of the matter betwixt Maſter Symond: and themſelves, they con- 
cluded negatively lagainſt his writing and ſubſcribing as it was 
propounded by the Claſhis, and that it by Saturday following the 
Parifhioners of Michee{: Cornksl would not yeild to admit him to 
preach in their Church, (which wascontrary to theexprefle ad- 
vice of the Claſlis ſent unto.them, and to their owne Reſolution 
- upon it, made knowneto Maſter Symond:) that then rhe Lefture 
ould bee,renewed, removed, and. fattled at Ab-Church. Yer 
ſome who were well pleaſed with the choyce of Maſter Symonds dif- 
- liked the chavge of.the Church, and therefore (when they ſaw no. 
hope 


| by theic owne Meſſengers. 


hope of the ſublcribers yeelding to Mr. Symondrbis giving fatisfadi- 
on to the Claſſis, and Pariſh in chat particular (and withork their 
: eonſent to have done it might have provedts his lofle)fome of them 
dealt with ſome of the Claſſis-toprocure another meeting of the Mi- 
niſters and Elders in a Clafficall Afembly before the Sabbath da 
following, where ic ſhould beepropounded to the Olafſis to revert; 
their late advice to the Pariſh of Afichaels Cornbell, and to reſt con 
tented with Mr, Symonds his clearing, as it was repreſented to them 
Which was a thing as difficalt to bee brought about in ſo ſhort a 
time, as unreaſorable to bee deſired ; for why ſhould they bee mo- 
ved to meet twice in one weeke, who are appointed by the dire&i- 
on of Parliament to meet but once a moneth, though'they be per- 
mitted by the ſame Authoritie to affemble'more otcen it they lee 
cauſe? and why ſhould they bee called together againe ſo ſoone to 
recall that which (upon ſojuſt conſiderations and reaſons) was a- 
greed on by them, and without the like inducements was denied by 
Mr. Symonds and the ſubſcribers to the Le&ure? how much more 
eafie and equall hadit beene for him and them to have afſented to 
the Claffis in that they defired, then for the Claffis without any 
further correſpondence on their part, to renounce their owne 
deliberate,and (as they yet conceive) well grounded advice, and to 
lay themfelyes open thereby tothe imputation of levitie, for nndo- 
ing it ; and it may bee alſo of injury, for what they had donein 
their precedent proceedings. 
Ir was not then without cauſe that the Veſtry of AMichbads Cornhitt 
in conformitie to the Claflis did at their meeting, Fax; 21. ( not- 
withſtanding the fina!l refuſall of Mr. Symond: and the ſubſcribers 
20 admit of the condition "of his admiſſion the day before) ſet down 
their reſolution for this matter by a writing of this tenour. Whereas 
the Pariſh of Michaels Cornbill bave received ax Order from the Claſſic, 
touching an ackuowledgement to hee made under the hand of My. Symonds 
andthe admiffion of him to preach the expoſition Lefuve there, it was 1his 
Bay ordered at a Veftry bold:n in the ſaid Pariſh, that Mr. William 
Rowell and Col. Bellamy ſhall gee 10: Ar, Symonds, and ſignifie to bim 
fromthe Pariſh, if bee will ſwbſcribe the ſaid acknowledgmet in accompliſh 
met of the ſaid Order of theClaſſir, that then the Pariſhioners are willing 
#nd deſirous that the ſaid expoſition Lefiure ſhall ber by bins*preached in 
the (zjd Church. 2h, rt et er Tags, s OEW ofIIG 
- "The meſſengers according tothe Order went to Mr. Sym. his lodg- 
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A ing, butbedhuſe hee rag not then within, they lefe the Order for 
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him with his wife. In this order it was reſolved onely on the pofe+ 
zive part according to: that they received from the Claſſis, leaving 
the vegative tor bec made up by Mr, Sz-monds, and them whoſe coun» 
ſels are of more value with kim. then his Presbyteriall Brethrens. 
Yet however they. bee [ophtce, ar cenſured by them, their purpoſe 
is without all uncharitable returnes to any of them, (as holding 
it an happicr thing to ſufferthen to offer or anſwer a contunely in 
the ſamekcind) to paſſe through good report and bad report in the 
conſcionable diſcharge of that dutie whereto God hath called 
them, and for which the authoritic of Parliament hath enabled 
them. 

And for ſuch of our brethren as thinke the Claffis mighe and 
ought to have done more by vertue of the Ordinance, alledging to 
that purpoſe the inſtance inthe caſe of Mr. Sp. forementioned, they 
ſhall doe well to conſider that the caſe of Mr. S;mnd: and his par- 
tie is much unlike that of Mr. Sp. and the Company of Mercers; for 
(to ſay nothing of the diſparitie of the 'two Divines, whereof the 
one hath beene accuſed upon givers' Artides exhibited againſt hin 
toa Commitree of Parlfament,as the other hath not.) - 

Fuft, there is a difference of importance betwixt the Patrons of 
each Lefture. For thoſe who have had moſt ſway in ſetting up and 
upholding theſe cxpoſitory LeQures are profeſſed Indepengents,and 
as ſuch will notſubmit to any Clafſcall reſolution; The Company 
of Mercers (for the moſt part and beſt ſort of them) are for ought 
wee knOw regular meu, .who. agree. tothe Government ſet 'up by 
Ordinance of Parliament, and as ſuch would take a repulſe or de» 
niall from a Clafſis with more patience, then the other will a pauſe 
or demurrein that they defire. 

Secondly, that Le&ure to which Mr. Sp. was nominated might 
receive a finall determination from. that Claffis which required 
his forbearance -to preach, becauſe it is confined to Bartholemews 
Church, it being a monethly LeAure ſet up for Sacramenrall pre- 


- paration there onely, this of Mr. Sym1ond: not ſo to Michael Corubill 


t that itmay bee as well removed to any other Church,or Claſks, 
of the Province,as renewed there; and therefore the finall ordering 
thereof doth more properly belong to the Previnciall then to 
any Clafficall Aſſembly. : 

Thirdly, there was no necd for the fourth Claffis to doe more 
then what they did, fince what Gaye have al:cady done (yea _ 


_— 


I * 
ans ike alone, retcived With the left hab oniaohered with | 
Faw es no. to provoke,/ and mere would have been tos! ©; 
Py men ſorefolyed to ftnd out, as the ſibſcri- | 
= OD yowee ll hath inns 7a ot 
Ire the £ 
altabler e, and moderation ove pots gs with- Mr, Sy- 
p5vry will bee {6 farre clearedto all Religious and ImpartiallRea- 
ders, as thatit will not onely confate the falfhood' of fixhreports 
25 have paſſed upon them,. bit prevent the like, at leaft the beliefs 
of them,with the betrer and wit tr fork intime to come. WT 
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